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Dr. Lwson Stone: Violence in the Old Testament
To be specific, several books in the Old Testament, that of Judges and Joshua, reveal a series of sacred warfares and violent stories that have been highly debated over overtime. God is mentioned as a caring and loving God; the question that arises is that, why did God allow humankind to suffer all these sacred warfares and violence, which on many occasions led to the death of humans? Nevertheless, Dr. Lawson Stone gives us seven points in his seven-minute seminary video that counters detractors’ views about violence in the Old Testament. 
I entirely support and agree regarding the statements Dr. Stone provides in the video concerning Old Testament violence. Dr. Lawson explicitly suggests seven reasons centered on the biblical viewpoint (Seedbed, 2013). The majority of these reasons are uncontroversial or contentious. A sign of a peaceful God is the portrayal by leaders including Joshua, Gideon Moses, and David. Most cases of violence in the Old Testament demonstrate how Israelis had to fight to arrive in Canaan. 
In the video, Dr. Lawson has not informed his views about God’s nature of violence. He has not indicated if God possesses divine violence. As mentioned earlier, detractors of Christianity emphasize that if God created humankind, why can he also instill violence and cruelty in humans (Benjamin, 2004). If God loves humans, why is it possible for Him to destroy them? For instance, God orders Joshua (Joshua 10 verse 25-28) to kill everyone, and eventually, no survivor was left.
In the contemporary world, Old Testament violence allows one to understand the value of biblical battles. Via this, humans made it clear that the Israelites struggled to go through wars to restore their lost nation, Canaan. God's violence teaches one to understand the importance of reverence for the authorities and what people can face if they disobey the authorities.
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